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I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here today. This is, as you can see,
a fairly large bipartisan group of House
Members who have come for one of a series
of meetings I’ve been having to try to per-
suade them to vote for the North American
Free Trade Agreement. I want to reiterate
that the thing that has impressed me is that
more and more Members are trying to look
beyond the politics of this issue and just ask
what’s good for America, whether it will cre-
ate jobs for America, whether it opens the
opportunity for more growth. I strongly be-
lieve that. I think we’re making progress, and
I’m looking forward to having a good discus-
sion.

I thank Mr. Michel for coming, and the
Speaker who was going to come and couldn’t
come at the last minute. But we’ve had good
support there, and I’m looking forward to
this discussion this morning.

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, Senator Byrd has just

announced his intention to introduce an
amendment which would cut off funding for
the U.S. forces in Somalia February 1st, as
opposed to your March 31st. (a) Do you
know about this? (b) What are you going to
do about it; what does it mean?

The President. Well, I just talked to him.
He said that he has—he started off at De-
cember 1st as a hard deadline and now says
February 1st, and the President can ask for
an extension and the Congress can give. So
I appreciate Senator Byrd working with me
on it. I’ve not read it so I can’t comment
on the substance of it. I’m very interested
in what the details are. It’s not just a question
of a deadline, it’s also of not tying not just
my hands but any President’s hands in for-
eign policy too much.

Our policy in Somalia, I believe, is begin-
ning to work. I think the obvious import of
what’s happened in the last few days is that
we’re moving in the right direction, and I
hope we can continue to do that. I can’t com-
ment about the specific resolution until I’ve
read it and until I know what the alternatives
are.

Q. Are you going to get Durant out? Is
there a movement there—the pilot, the cap-
tive American?

The President. We’re working very hard
to get him out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert H. Michel, House
minority leader. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Somalia
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In response to the request made by the

House and Senate for certain information on
our military operations in Somalia, I am
pleased to forward the attached report.

In transmitting this report, I want to reit-
erate the points that I made on October 6
and to the American people in remarks on
October 7. We went to Somalia on a humani-
tarian mission. We saved approximately a
million lives that were at risk of starvation
brought on by civil war that had degenerated
into anarchy. We acted after 350,000 already
had died.

Ours was a gesture of a great nation, car-
ried out by thousands of American citizens,
both military and civilian. We did not then,
nor do we now plan to stay in that country.
The United Nations agreed to assume our
military mission and take on the additional
political and rehabilitation activities required
so that the famine and anarchy do not re-
sume when the international presence de-
parts.

For our part, we agreed with the United
Nations to participate militarily with a much
smaller U.S. force for a period of time, to
help the United Nations create a secure envi-
ronment in which it could ensure the free
flow of humanitarian relief. At the request
of the United Nations and the United States,
approximately 30 nations deployed over
20,000 troops as we reduced our military
presence.

With the recent tragic casualties to Amer-
ican forces in Somalia, the American people
want to know why we are there, what we
are doing, why we cannot come home imme-
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diately, and when we will come home. Al-
though the report answers those questions
in detail, I want to repeat concisely my an-
swers:

• We went to Somalia because without us
a million people would have died. We,
uniquely, were in a position to save
them, and other nations were ready to
share the burden after our initial action.

• What the United States is doing there
is providing, for a limited period of
time, logistics support and security so
that the humanitarian and political ef-
forts of the United Nations, relief orga-
nizations, and others can have a reason-
able chance of success. The United Na-
tions, in turn, has a longer term politi-
cal, security, and relief mission designed
to minimize the likelihood that famine
and anarchy will return when the
United Nations leaves. The U.S. mili-
tary mission is not now nor was it ever
one of ‘‘nation building.’’

• We cannot leave immediately because
the United Nations has not had an ade-
quate chance to replace us, nor have the
Somalis had a reasonable opportunity to
end their strife. We want other nations
to assume more of the burden of inter-
national peace. To have them do so,
they must think that they can rely on
our commitments when we make them.
Moreover, having been brutally at-
tacked, were American forces to leave
now we would send a message to terror-
ists and other potential adversaries
around the world that they can change
our policies by killing our people. It
would be open season on Americans.

• We will, however, leave no later than
March 31, 1994, except for a few hun-
dred support troops. That amount of
time will permit the Somali people to
make progress toward political rec-
onciliation and allow the United States
to fulfill our obligations properly, in-
cluding the return of any Americans
being detained. We went there for the
right reasons and we will finish the job
in the right way.

While U.S. forces are there, they will be
fully protected with appropriate American
military capability.

Any Americans detained will be the sub-
ject of the most complete and thorough ef-
forts of which this Government is capable,
with the unrelenting goal of returning them
home and returning them to health.

I want to thank all those who have ex-
pressed their support for this approach dur-
ing the last week. At difficult times such as
these, when we face international challenges,
bipartisan unity among our two branches of
government is vital.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Budget Deferrals
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report eight deferrals of
budget authority, totaling $1.2 billion.

These deferrals affect International Secu-
rity Assistance programs as well as programs
of the Agency for International Development
and the Departments of Agriculture, De-
fense, Health and Human Services, and
State. The details of these deferrals are con-
tained in the attached report.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Bosnia-Herzegovina
October 13, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Six months ago I provided you with my

initial report on the deployment of U.S. com-
bat-equipped aircraft to support NATO’s en-
forcement of the no-fly zone in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. I am now providing this follow-
up report, consistent with the War Powers
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